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After Planting the Seeds from My Closet 
J OEL UWANN 
The first time I was ever satisfied 
with the grapevines outback 
was when I shuddered at the notion 
of having to tend them. 
I accidentally spilt on them; 
they took off-
shot up the fe nce, around the house, 
across the yard-
and into the neighbor's. 
But all those places closest me 
(Mama's herb bed, 
Papa's proud gun cabinet, 
Grandma's protestant pumpkin pie) 
went untainted by the grapevine's voracity. 
I know there's necessity 
in those weeds to spread 
but tremble at the thought now 
ofgardening near the house. 
